"It's Who We Are... It's What We Do"
Assisting and strengthening individuals with disabilities and their families
through a coordinated network of resources, services and supports.
*** PARISHES WE SERVE ***

Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary and
Vermilion Parishes

WORDS FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Summer Is Finally Here…
Not only are we trying to beat the heat, but our organization is on FIRE.
My staff and I have been out in the community making connections and
meeting new families.
We have made so much progress in helping not only the families we serve
but our community as a whole.
Our employees and board members continue to attend training and staff
development workshops to better serve our community.
We are honored to shine a little sunlight into the lives of our families that
have already been through so much.
Wouldn’t you like to be someone’s sunlight? If you do, please contact our
office to see how you can help our Region 4 families.

~Laci Polotzola

“Summer is here, lets look at the sunny side of everything.”
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Upcoming Events...

In The Community...

Congratulations
Partners in Policymaking Graduates
from Acadiana
Partners in Policymaking is a national leadership training program for people with
developmental disabilities and parents of young children with developmental disabilities. It
provides the most current knowledge about disability issues and develops the competencies
necessary for effective advocacy to influence public policy at all levels of government.

Deborah Fontenot, BJ Smith, Rebecca Fruge, Chaney Guidry

SPOTLIGHT Families

Louisiana Statewide Interagency
Coordinating Council
Mission Statement
The Louisiana Statewide Interagency Coordinating Council (LA-SICC) works in collaboration
with the Louisiana Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities, in an advisory capacity, to
design and oversee the implementation of a family-centered, community-based, comprehensive,
interagency system for infants and toddlers (birth through two years of age) who are eligible for
Early Steps and their families. Our goal is to advise and assist the Louisiana Department of
Health (LDH), as the Lead Agency, in the monitoring and evaluation of this system to ensure that
families are supported and the potential of each child is maximized.
Overview
The legislation for infants and toddlers with special needs and their families, Part C of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), calls for a comprehensive system of
coordinated early intervention services. In Louisiana, this system is called Early Steps:
Louisiana’s Early Intervention System. Early Steps is an interagency effort administered
through LDH in conjunction with LA-SICC.
Experience has shown that families with young children with special needs frequently require a
range of services which cannot be provided entirely by a single agency. Intervening with
coordinated health, social, and educational services during the first three years of life increases
developmental and educational gains for the child, improves family function, and reduces the
costs of special care later in life.
In drafting the original legislation, Congress recognized the need for a group outside of the Lead
Agency to “advise and assist” in the development of this comprehensive system of coordinated

early intervention services. LA-SICC is required by statute to be appointed by the Governor
and is an important participant in the development and implementation of such a system.
LA-SICC is an independent board that operates within the Office of the Governor.
Click here for upcoming meetings of LA-SICC.
Purpose
Our purpose is to advise and assist LDH in the performance of its responsibilities as the Lead
Agency, particularly in regard to the following:
Identification of the sources of fiscal and other support for early intervention services
Assignment of financial responsibility to the appropriate agency
Promotion of interagency agreements
LA-SICC also advises and assists LDH in the preparation of applications, the transition of
infants and toddlers to preschool or other appropriate services, and the preparation and
submission of an annual report to the governor. We also update federal authorities on the status
of Early Steps: Louisiana’s Early Intervention System.

The mission of the Acadiana Area Human Services
District (AAHSD) is to increase public awareness of and to
provide access for individuals with behavioral health and
developmental disabilities to integrated community based
services while promoting wellness, recovery and independence through education and the choice
of a broad range of programmatic and community resources. To this end, a comprehensive system
of care is offered which provides research-based prevention, early intervention, treatment and
recovery support services to citizens of Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St. Landry, St.
Martin and Vermilion parishes, directly and through community collaborations.
For More Information: 337-262-5610

What does the Louisiana Developmental
Disabilities Council do?
The Council engages in advocacy, systems change, and
capacity building activities that contribute to a coordinated,
individual and family-centered, individual and family-directed
comprehensive system of community services, individualized
supports, and other forms of assistance that enable individuals
with developmental disabilities to exercise self-determination,
be independent, be productive, and be integrated and included in all facets of community life.
To build capacity and effect systems change, Councils are charged with carrying out specific
activities in the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act:
To Organize and Enlist Others to Influence
To Empower
To Change Public Attitudes
To Advocate and Influence
To Demonstrate Innovation
To Provide Training and Technical Assistance
To Redesign the System
To Remove Barriers
To Educate Policy Makers
To Educate the Public

To Develop & Support Coalitions
To Outreach
The Council has four committees to address the objectives in the Council’s Five Year Plan and
functions of the Council.
Executive Committee – takes immediate action when necessary, makes policy and other
recommendations to the full Council, and evaluates the performance of the Executive
Director.
Self Determination/Community Inclusion Committee – monitors plan activities that fall
under the areas of Community Supports and Advocacy and Leadership Development.
Education/Employment Committee – monitors plan activities that fall under the areas of
Education and Early Intervention, Employment, and Child Care.
Act 378 Sub-Committee – oversees implementation of the Community and Family
Support System.
Ad Hoc Committees are appointed on an as-needed basis.

Hello all!! Thank you, Region 4 advocates,
for all your hard work and tireless efforts
in advocacy throughout the 2019
Legislative Session. We always hear that
“advocacy works” and as we look back on
our success we recognize that it has been
proven many times, especially this year. We will be having a Community Input
Meeting on July 20, 2019 from 10 AM-12 PM at St. Julien Park and I want to
encourage ALL of you to come out for an opportunity to hear all of the exciting
news from this year’s session and to provide input on issues you would like to see
placed on the DD Council’s Advocacy Agenda for year 2020. Childcare will be
provided. Come out for a little education on effective advocacy, food, and fun!!
Looking forward to seeing you all…
– Jamie Duplechine // 504-909-5607 // jduplechine@thecanonadvocates.org

As we enter the month of July, parents begin to realize we are in the middle of summer, and
there are approximately six weeks until the start of the new school year.
The return to school can be overwhelming for kids AND their parents. Understood.org has a
wonderful "Start School Strong: back-to-school guide to help parents navigate the path back to
school. Click on the link below for a great step-by-step guide to prepare and plan for the
upcoming school year:

CLICK HERE TO VISIT THE SITE

If you are interested in finding out more
information about Families Helping Families of
Acadiana and the services we provide, please call
our office and we will be more than happy to

Children's Special Health Services
(CSHS)
The CSHS program is the principle public agency

schedule a meeting with you!
We are striving to educate EVERYONE in the
community about the services we offer, as well
as express the importance of inclusion and
empowering individuals with disabilities

W h o is th e Fa mily Su p p ort
Coord in a tor?

ensuring that children and youth who have
special health care needs in Louisiana have
access to health care services designed to
minimize their disabilities and maximize their
probabilities of enjoying independent and selfsufficient lives.
Children and youth who have special health care
needs are those who have or are at increased risk
for a chronic physical, developmental, behavioral
or emotional condition and who also require
health and related services of a type or amount
beyond that most children or youth require.
Currently in Louisiana, there are more than
207,000 children and youth who have special
health care needs. This is about 19 percent of all
Louisiana children and youth.
For information: 337-262-5616 Ext. 123

Th e Fa mily Su p p ort
Coord in a tor is a p eer w ith first
h a n d kn ow led ge of ra isin g a
ch ild or y ou th w ith sp ecia l
h ea lth ca re n eed s.
Coord in a tes fa mily w orksh op s,
skills a n d su p p ort grou p s for
fa milies b a sed on th eir service
n eed s
Atten d s even ts in th e
commu n ity su ch a s resou rce
fa irs a n d tra in in gs; sits on
releva n t b oa rd s/committees,
ga th ers in forma tion to sh a re
w ith fa milies
Keep s a flexib le w ork sch ed u le
to meet th e n eed s of th e
fa mily
Atten d s tra in in gs to en h a n ce
th eir skills to w ork w ith fa milies
Ma in ta in s a R esou rce
Directory

WE ALL HAVE A STORY TO
TELL
SI P-N-CHAT
We are looking for families to share their
stories.

Click here for Volunteer Form...

If you would like to be interviewed and/or you
would like more information, please contact

Volunteering can help you put existing skills to
work and can bring you closer to your community.

our office.
T a k e a m o m e nt to wa tc h o ur pa s t
vi d e o s o n va ri o us ra re d i s o rd e rs a nd

c o m pa ni e s who ' s re s o urc e s he l p
fa m i l i e s thro ugho ut the s ta te .

Access video s:
www.fhfacadiana.org
www.facebook.com/fhfacadiana
If you would like to donate, please contact our
office to make arrangements for delivery.
If you are in need of medical supplies, please call
our office for availibilty.

THANK YOU.... THANK YOU!

Lagniappe
Clu b
At t ended
UL
Soft ball
Game

THANK YOU!
The Cajun Heartland State Fair
For letting Families Helping Families of
Acadiana sell tickets as a fundraiser

Are you on our email list?
If you would like to receive emails about
current events and valuable information from
our agaency click here:
Join FHFOA Email List...

FHF of Acadiana The Lagniappe
Club had so much fun at the UL Ragin
Cajun Softball game last night! Not only
did they get to see a great victory, they also
got to go on the field and meet the players
as well as Miss University of Louisiana
at Lafayette - Miss UL USA during the
National Anthem and the first pitch of the
game!
Thank you to the UL Ragin Cajuns for
giving our self-advocates this wonderful
opportunity!

People First Workshop
We Partnered with People First of
Louisiana to educate Families and
Professionals on the importance of
People First Language

The Lagniappe
Club Attends
Cooking Class

If you have any suggestions and/or
recommendations, please feel free to
email them to the link below?

F HF of Acadiana
T he Lagniappe
Club
cooked up a delicious
skillet lasagna tonight!
A huge THANK YOU to
Ms. TIFFANY WILLIAMS, Assistant
Area Nutrition Agent with the Lafayette
LSU AgCenter for giving us a
demonstration on the importance of
food safety and assisting us with
cooking our meals!

Keeping
Baby Safe
Workshop

info@fhfacadiana.org

Here's How You
Can Donate:

Paypal
Website

We have partnered with
EarlySteps, Louisiana Departm ent
of Health , and T he F am ily T ree
Inform ation, Education, &
Counseling Center to bring you a
FREE Educational workshop on
Keeping Babies Safe!

Lagniappe
Club
Attended
an Exercise
Class
The Lagniappe Club had so much fun
last Wednesday at Unique F itness .
They all made great new friends while
testing their strengths and overcoming
their weaknesses.
Thank you to Coach Dam on
Vincent and his crew for offering our
members this opportunity!
We hope to see ya'll again soon!!

AROUND THE STATE....
Governor’s Office of Disability
Affairs Calendar
CLICK HERE TO VIEW CALENDAR

2019 Governor’s Office of Disability

Thanks to all the Vendors, Presenters
and Attendees for making our events
successful!
If you've missed one of our trainings,
workshops and/or events, please call our
office for the current schedule.
Please visit our website for more event pictures

Visit our Website

Affairs Conference
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER


Governor’s Office of Disability
Affairs Newsletter May 2019
CLICK HERE TO VIEW
NEWSLETTER

Thank you...
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for the hard work that you put in during your
time here.
It is a pleasure to work with you, and we sincerely
hope that your experiences at our agency are both
engaging and insightful.

Carencro High Interns:
Dylan Istre
Corey Willis
Chad Dupuis

OFFICE CLOSURES

Our office will be closed on
July 4, 2019
We will resume regular business hours July 5, 2019 at 8 am.
From Our Family to Yours 

Have a Happy & SAFE Independence Day!!! 

Our office will be closed on
Monday September 2, 2019
We will resume regular business hours September 3, 2019 at 8 am.
From Our Family to Yours 

Have a Happy Labor Day!!! 

In Memory of Mr. Don Vallien
Our FHFOA Family would like to extend our deepest sympathy to Don Vallien’s wife,
son and extended family. We had the pleasure of witnessing Don’s advocacy when
he agreed to participate in one of our Sip-N-Chat informational videos where he
was happy to speak about Sickle Cell Anemia.
Don always showed his fierce sense of survival and was always ready to inform you
and/or the community about Sickle Cell Awareness.
Don, you are a true warrior and you will be missed.
Sincerely,
Familes Helping Families of Acadiana Staff
Watch Mr. Vallien's
Sip-N-Chat Video --->

Don Vallien's Sip-N-Chat
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Families Helping Families of Acadiana
100 Benman Road
Lafayette, La. 70506
Phone: 337-984-3458
Fax: 337-984-3468
Email: info@fhfacadiana.org
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